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But a victor's peace must be enforced. A million troops
immobilized in the East was the price of German aggrandize-
ment, and half that number might well have turned the
scale in the early stages of the battle of giants which was
raging in the West. According to both Sir Douglas Haig and
General Mangin, only a few cavalry divisions were necessary
in March and April 1918 to widen the gap between the
French and British, thus severing the two armies. These
were not available on the Western Front, but at that
moment three cavalry divisions were propping up successive
puppet governments in Kiev. The man who defeated
Ludendorfi the Soldier was not so much Marshal Foch as
Ludendorff the Politician.

The events which followed the ratification of the peace
treaty proved that Lenin's demand for a breathing-space
for the consolidation of the Revolution was more than
justified. Indeed the "breathing-space " proved rather to be
a series of short, sharp gasps as the Soviet Government
vainly tried to keep its head above water. During the spring
and summer of 1918, the Bolshevik regime was assailed
both from without and within. The Allies, though with a
purpose contrary to the hopes of Lockhart, Robins, and
Sadoul, attempted intervention from Archangel, Murmansk,
and the eastern Maritime Province. The Czechoslovak
legions fought their way across Russia to Vladivostok,
and White Armies threatened from Siberia under Admiral
Koltchak, from the Baltic Provinces, with German
assistance, under General Yudenitch, from the Cossacks of
the Don under their Hetman, and from the Crimea, with
Allied aid, successively under Generals Kornilov, Alexeiev,
and Denikin.

Within, the Soviet State was attacked by all its many
enemies. The Cadets intrigued with the Germans in the
Ukraine and at Kovno ; the Social Revolutionaries of the